
npri A^lFlfe^lM^ AGENCY 

UtULA^ir^^^^g^^^^ Application No. 09/1 84,402 

/ 

Claim 2, line 1, after "wherein the" insert —means for—. 
Claim e^^line 1, change "1" to -2-. 

REMARKS 

Claims 1-10 are pending herein. By this Preliminary Amendment, claims 1, 2 and 
6 are amended. Support for the amendments to claims 1 and 2 can be found in the 
specification as filed. No new matter is added. 

In response to the Election of Species Requirement, Applicants hereby elect species 
A, i.e., Figure 1. This election is made with traverse. 

In further response to the Election of Species Requirement, Applicants respectfully 
assert that at least claim 1 is generic to the elected species. Furthermore, Applicants respectfully 
assert that all of claims 1-10 read on the elected species. 

For the Examiner's assistance, Applicants provide the following further comments with 
regard to the asserted species A and B. Species B, represented by Figure 3, is an improvement or 
modification of the embodiment of Species A, represented by Figure 1 . That is, Figure 3 generally 
corresponds to Figure 1, with the modification of facilitating the use of the specific component 92. 
For example, each of Figures 1 and 3 includes a means for flow communication providing flow 
communication between the inlet aperture and a source of high pressure air, as specified in claim 1 . 
Thus, both Figures 1 and 3 include a series of axial apertures 76, each in approximate axial 
alignment with a corresponding aperture 68 in the shroud liner segment 24. This is described in the 
specification in the paragraph bridging pages 5 and 6. However, in Figure 3, the means for flow 
communication that provides communication between the inlet aperture and the source of high 
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pressure air is depicted as including an air transfer tube 92. This is described in the specification at 
page 7, first full paragraph. 

Applicants traverse the election of species requirement on the ground that the generic 
claim is not so broad as to place an undue burden on the Patent Office to search and examine the 
foil scope of the claim. Rather, Applicants respectfully assert that search and examination of the 
entire application could be conducted without undue burden on the Examiner, thus avoiding delay 
and expense to Applicants. 

Applicants further understand, however, that upon search, examination and allowance 
of the elected species, search and examination will continue as to the non-elected species within the 
scope of the generic claim. 

Entry of the foregoing amendments and early and favorable consideration of the 
application are respectfully requested. Should the Examiner have any questions regarding the 
application, or any suggestions to expedite prosecution, she is invited to contact Applicants' 
undersigned attorney at the telephone number listed below. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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Filed: December 14. 2000 
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